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NORTH AMERICA 
Annual Report of the Mississippi River Commission for the Fiscal 
Year ending June 30, 1912. Being Appendix MMM of the Report of 
the Chief of Engineers, U; S. Army, 1912. House of Representatives, Docu- 
ment No. 936, 62d Congress, 3d Session, pages 3695-3988. 5 1 plates, 23 full- 
page illustrations, index. Government Printing Office, Washington, 1912. 

The interest centers largely in the official statements concerning the flood of 
1912. The general nature and conditions of this flood have been reported in the 
Bulletin (Vol. 44, Sept. 1912, pp. 645-657) but interesting subsidiary items are 
found in the Report. 

1. On pages 3714-5, is a table which shows the gauge heights at Cairo and the 
•corresponding gauge heights at representative stations above Cairo for 1912 and 
for the previous great floods. While the gauge height at Cairo, 53.95 feet, for 
1912 was the highest ever reported, the gauge heights at St. Louis on the Miss- 
issippi River, at Paducah and Cincinnati on the Ohio, at Florence on the Tennes- 
see and at Nashville on the Cumberland fell considerably short in every instance 
of the maxima previous' to 1912. From which the Commission concludes that 
"it seems obvious that reservoirs at the tributary head waters would not have 
been effective in preventing the flood in the Mississippi River below Cairo." 

2. The Commission discusses again the persistent belief that floods are caused 
by the elevation of the river bed due to the construction of levees (page 3715), 
and reiterates its conclusion that there has been no progressive elevation of the 
river bed. In this connection, the findings of earlier investigators concerning 
the Po and the Rhine, which are currently reported as having built their beds 
high above the surrounding country, are reprinted in part. 

3. The Commission emphasizes the fact that only twelve crevasses occurred 
in the levees during this greatest of all the recorded floods and that the loss due 
to crevasses amounts to 1.06 per cent, of the whole yardage of the levees. While 
this is a good record compared with the data of earlier floods yet more territory 
(8,540 square miles) was inundated during 1912 than during the 1903 flood 
(6,820 square miles) although less than during the 1897 flood (13,580 square 
miles). 

4. Twenty-three full page illustrations of the flood of 1912 are an innovation 
in the reports. The pictures depict a number of conditions which cannot be 
adequately explained in the text and add to its value for the lay reader. 

The year 1911-12 was remarkable also in the low water conditions. The 
dredging season opened in June and closed in September which dates are some 
two months earlier than usual. The Commission says that the project depth of 
9 feet and width of 250 feet were fully maintained throughout the season. 

R. M. Brown. 

The New York of Yesterday. A Descriptive Narrative of Old Bloomingdale. 
By Hopper Striker Mott. xxvi and 597 pp. Maps, plans, ills., index. G. P- 
Putnam's Sons, New Vork, 1908. $10. 9X x byi. 

West of Central Park is a region built up in dignity and with no little of the 
Juxury which finds real estate expression. It is of this region of wealth that Mr. 
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